CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES:
PLANNING STRATEGIES FOR
RECOVERY. RESTLIENCE. AND FUTURE PROTECTION

Saturday, August 23 9amto 12 pm YMCA Camp Sequoia Lake

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SESSION ABSTRACT

lIn January 2025, Southern California was ravaged by a series of 14 wildfires, including the Eaton Fire in
Altadena and the Palisades Fire in Pacific Palisades. These fires tragically claimed at least 29 lives, forced
more than 200,000 people to evacuate, destroyed over 18,000 homes and structures, and scorched
more than 57,000 acres of land.

The devastation was a stark reminder of the fires and losses recently experienced in Central California. In
2020, the Creek Fire in the Sierra National Forest, affecting Fresno, Madera, and Mariposa Counties,
injured over 20 people, displaced more than 30,000 residents, destroyed over 850 structures, and
burned more than 379,000 acres across Sierra Nevada communities and Shaver Lake, making it the
largest single wildfire in California’s history at that time. This disaster prompted a dramatic rescue by the
California National Guard, saving hundreds trapped at the Mammoth Pool Reservoir. Also in 2020, the SCU
Lightning Complex fires spread across seven counties in Central and Northern California, including San
Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Merced counties. The fire burned 396,624 acres, destroyed 222 structures,
damaged another 26 structures, and injured 6 people, making it the fifth largest fire in state history at
that time. More recently, in July 2024, the Borel Fire in Kern County, though smaller, was still devastating,
burning 60,000 acres and 200 structures, including a historic gold-mining town and nearly every home in
the historic town of Havila.

Wildfires are becoming more frequent and devastating, demanding a unified approach to resilience and
recovery. Join our expert panel as we explore the critical role planners play in safeguarding communities
—before, during, and after wildfires. We'll discuss strategies for recovery and rebuilding, the importance of
defensible space, advancements in home hardening and climate-resilient construction, and upcoming
requirements of California’s “Zone O” ember-resistant regulations.

Beyond immediate responses, the conversation will address long-term efforts to manage growth and
open space in or near the wildland-urban interface, enhance forest health, and integrate wildfire
mitigation into policy through CEQA. Attendees will also gain insights into key resources, including CAL
FIRE's recently-released California Community Wildfire Protection Plan Toolkit, the latest Fire Hazard
Severity Zone maps, and National APA’s Post-Disaster Recovery Guide for Planners.

Be part of the conversation shaping a more fire-resilient future. AICP CM 2.5 credits, pending.
Speakers: David Acuna, Battalion Chief, CAL FIRE; Erik De Kok, AICP, Director of Interdisciplinary Planning,
Ascent; Aaron Pfannenstiel, Founding Principal/Chief Financial Officer, Atlas Planning Solutions; Eric

VonBerg, Supervising Planner, Rincon Consultants; Jose Quintana, Chief, CAL FIRE (Invited)

Moderators: David Fey, Retired; Carolina llic, AICP, Principal Transportation Planner, VRPA Technologies

www.cencalapa.org/sierra-retreat



https://www.mysafela.org/2025/02/25/understanding-californias-zone-0-regulations-what-homeowners-need-to-know/
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/california-cwpp-toolkit
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-zones
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/community-wildfire-preparedness-and-mitigation/fire-hazard-severity-zones
https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/publication/download_pdf/Post-Disaster-Recovery-Guide.pdf

